
VOLUME 1 ISSUE 4  JUNE 2026

AI Tools Every Fishing Manufacturer Should Know About

Here are some of today’s public artificial intel‑
lengice  (AI) that can help lure makers, boat 
builders, electronics companies, and tackle 

brands work smarter, faster, and more creatively.

Copilot (Microsoft) — Real‑Time Collaboration & 
Multimodal Creation
Copilot is the AI that works the way manufacturers 
actually work — fast, 
visual, and collabora‑
tive.
• Real‑time co‑editing 
for product sheets, ca‑
talogs, and marketing 
materials
• Generates text, 
images, diagrams, and 
summaries
• Helps with custo‑
mer communication, 
product documen‑
tation, and internal 
workflows
• Integrates across 
Microsoft 365, Edge, and Windows
 Best for: Teams who want one AI that can handle 
writing, visuals, planning, and collaboration.

ChatGPT (OpenAI) — Idea Generation & Product 
Storytelling. Great for brainstorming lure names, 
drafting product descriptions, creating how‑to con‑
tent, and answering technical questions. Best for: 
Creative ideation, customer‑facing content, and 
quick explanations.

GitHub Copilot — Code & Firmware Assistance. 
For manufacturers with in‑house developers, this AI 
accelerates coding for apps, firmware, websites, and 
electronics integration. Best for: Electronics compa‑
nies, sonar developers, and any team writing code.

DALL·E (OpenAI) — Image & Concept Generati‑
on. Creates product mockups, packaging concepts, 
lifestyle imagery, and ad visuals.

Best for: Marketing teams, catalog designers, and ear‑
ly‑stage product visualization.

Llama (Meta) — Open‑Source, Customizable AI
Manufacturers can run these models privately, customi‑
ze them, or embed them into apps and kiosks. Best for: 
Companies wanting AI they can tune for their own 
product lines.

Mistral AI — Fast, Li‑
ghtweight Models
Efficient models ideal for 
on‑device or low‑latency 
tasks like kiosks, boat 
electronics, or mobile 
apps.
Best for: Embedded 
systems, field tools, and 
mobile‑first applicati‑
ons.

Hugging Face — Open 
Model Hub. A massive 
library of open‑source 

models for text, vision, audio, and more. Best for: R&D 
teams exploring AI‑powered product features.

Google Cloud AI — Vision, Translation & Data Ana‑
lysis. Useful for analyzing product photos, translating 
packaging, and building multilingual support materials. 
Best for: Global manufacturers and teams with large 
media libraries.

Azure AI — Enterprise‑Grade AI & Automation
Hosts OpenAI models and provides tools for automati‑
on, search, speech, and vision. Best for: Manufacturers 
wanting secure, scalable AI across their organization.

IBM Watson — Structured Data & Industry Analytics. 
Strong in regulated industries and large‑scale data analy‑
sis. Best for: Manufacturers with complex data, fore‑
casting needs, or compliance requirements.
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WE ARE NOT JUST FISHING, WE ARE CONNECTING WITH A HUGE ANGLER AUDIENCE.

DataRobot — Predictive Analytics & AutoML
Builds forecasting models for inventory, demand, and 
production planning. Best for: Operations teams and 
supply‑chain managers.

H2O.ai — Open‑Source Predictive Modeling
Great for analyzing sales trends, seasonal demand, and 
product performance. Best for: Mid‑to‑large manu‑
facturers optimizing production.

BigML — Simple Machine Learning for Small Teams. 
Easy‑to‑use tools for forecasting, classification, and 
anomaly detection. Best for: Smaller manufacturers 
wanting accessible analytics.

Why This Matters to Fishing Manufacturers
AI isn’t replacing craftsmanship, innovation, or on‑the‑
‑water experience — it’s amplifying them.
Manufacturers can now:
• Prototype faster
• Create marketing content instantly
• Analyze sales and demand
• Improve customer communication
• Build smarter digital tools
• Reduce time spent on repetitive tasks

AI is becoming the new “tackle box” for business — 
and the companies that learn to use it will out‑cast the 
competition.

How AI Is Changing Lure Design

From colorways to hydrodynamics, artificial intel‑
ligence is becoming the newest tool in the tackle 

maker’s workshop.
	 For decades, lure design has been a blend of 
craftsmanship, instinct, and time on the water. A good 
lure maker knows how a bait should move, how light 
should hit a finish, and how fish respond to subtle chang‑
es in profile or vibration. That part isn’t going away — but 
AI is adding a new layer of speed, experimentation, and 
insight that’s reshaping how lures come to life.

	 AI as the New Sketchbook
Designers are now using AI image models to generate 
early‑stage concepts: new crankbait shapes, skirt pat‑
terns, soft‑plastic profiles, and color combinations that 
would take hours to sketch by hand. Instead of starting 
with a blank page, lure makers can generate dozens of 
variations in minutes.
	 Predicting Action Before Prototyping
Some manufacturers are experimenting with AI models 
that simulate water flow, vibration, and wobble. These 
tools can estimate how a lure will behave before the first 
prototype is poured or carved.
	 This means:
Fewer physical prototypes
Faster iteration cycles
More consistent action across batches
	 Colorways Based on Data, Not Guesswork
AI can analyze thousands of tournament photos, wa‑
ter‑clarity reports, and regional catch patterns to suggest 
colorways that match real‑world conditions.
Imagine designing a finish specifically tuned for “Gunt‑
ersville in May” or “Clear Ozark Lakes in Fall.”
	 Market Testing Before Production
AI can also test consumer reactions by showing lure 
concepts to simulated audiences and predicting which 
designs anglers are most likely to buy.
It’s not perfect — but it’s a powerful early indicator.
	 The Bottom Line
AI isn’t replacing the lure maker’s eye or experience. It’s 
simply giving them a faster, smarter way to explore ideas, 
refine action, and bring new products to market.
The companies that embrace it will out‑innovate the ones 
that don’t.

My sonar says the fish are 
here. My confidence says 

they’re lying.

The Lure That Learns

Adaptive lure design is emerging fast. By analyzing 
vibration patterns and strike data, AI‑assisted tools 
tweak shapes and actions in minutes. It’s not re‑
placing craftsmanship — it’s accelerating it, letting 
builders test ideas at the speed of curiosity.

Crowdsourced Lakes

Anglers are quietly building the most detailed lake 
maps ever made. Every waypoint, depth ping, and 
vegetation mark adds to a living dataset. The more 
we share, the smarter the water becomes — and the 
more connected the fishing community grows.


